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Present Scenario of Open Access 
Research

• Between 2013 and 2023, the percentage of

global articles, reviews and conference

papers made available via gold has

increased from 11% to 38%.

• In contrast, the percentage of journal

articles, reviews, and conference papers

available to read via subscription-only fell

from 70% (2013) to 52% (2023).
• Springer Nature reported that 44%

of its primary research articles

were published as open access in

2023, up from 38% in 2022.

• Similarly, Oxford University

Press anticipated publishing over

33,000 open access journal

articles and more than 100 open

access books in 2024.

• Open access sales reached $2.1

billion in 2024, up from $1.9

billion in 2023, and are

projected to grow to $3.2 billion

Open Access refers to a publishing model for scholarly research that makes information immediately available 
to readers at no cost. This research is also free to reuse for scholarly purposes
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Open Access in 
India

https://blog.mdpi.com/2024/04/29/open-

access-in-india/
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Gov. of India Key Initiatives to Promote 
and Support OA

aims to make all publicly funded

research freely accessible to the

global academic community. The

policy encourages all researchers

and institutions funded by the

government to publish their findings

in open access journals and deposit

their research in open repositories

The Shodhganga@INFLIBNET Centre provides a 

platform for research students to deposit 

their Ph.D. theses and make it available to 

the entire scholarly community in open 

access

“ShodhGangotri”, research scholars/research 

supervisors in universities are requested 

to deposit an electronic version of the 

approved synopsis submitted by research 

scholars 

The Science, Technology, and Innovation 

Policy 2020 reflects India’s commitment to 

centralising its research infrastructure 

to improve access for all.
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Gov. of India Key Initiatives to Promote 
and Support OA

The Indian Science and Technology Archive of

Research (ISTAR) is an initiative aimed at

preserving and promoting access to India’s

vast body of scientific and technological

research output. The project serves as a

digital repository for scholarly works,

research papers, articles, and other academic

materials related to science, technology, and

https://www.indiascienceandtechnology

.gov.in/archive

IndiaRxiv follows an open-access model, meaning that 

all the research uploaded to the platform is freely 

accessible to anyone with an internet connection.

https://www.indiarxiv.org
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One Nation One 
Subscription

Prof. Ajay Kumar Sood, Principal Scientific 

Adviser (PSA) to the Government of India 

stated that  the scenario of Diamond OA and 

Green OA in India, have been taken into 

consideration in the three-pronged vision 

for bringing about open access 

transformation in India.
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One Nation One 
Subscription
• ONOS scheme will be coordinated by the

Information and Library Network (INFLIBNET),
which is an autonomous inter-university center
under the University Grants Commission (UGC).

• Traditional academic publishing relies on a 'pay to
read' model, where libraries and institutes pay
fees to access published research.

• ONOS aims to democratise access to high-quality
academics for students and researchers across
India, particularly benefiting those in tier-2 and
tier-3 cities.

• ONOS will provide access to over 13,000 high-
impact journals from 30 leading international
publishers, significantly improving the availability
of academic resources for students and
researchers.

• The initiative targets over 6,300 institutions,
benefiting around 1.8 crore students, faculty, and
researchers, and enhances access to international
journals, boosting India's visibility in global
research communities.

1.Elsevier Science 

Direct

2.Springer Nature

3.IEEE-IEL Online 

Complete

4.Wiley Blakwell

Publishing

5.Taylor & Francis

6.Lippincott Williams 

& Wilkins (Wolters 

Kluwer)

7.Institute of Physics

8.American Chemical 

Society

9.Cambridge University 

Press

10.American Physical 

Society

11.Oxford University 

Press

12.BMJ Journals

13.American Institute 

16.Indianjournals.com

17.ASME

18.Bentham Science

19.Cold Spring Harbor

Laboratory Press

20.ACM Digital Library

21.Annual Reviews

22.ICE Publishing

23.American Society 

for Microbiology

24.American 

Association for the 

Advancement of Science 

(AAAS)

25.American Institute 

of Aeronautics and 

Astronautics (AIAA)

26.American 

Mathematical Society

27.Emerald Publishing

28.Sage Publishing

29.SPIE Digital 

Library

30.Thieme Medical 
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Anusandhan Research Foundation 
(ANRF)

• The Anusandhan Research Foundation (ANRF) is a prominent research and development

(R&D) organization in India, focusing on advancing scientific knowledge and

technological innovations across various disciplines.

• It is dedicated to fostering high-quality research and creating solutions that

address critical challenges faced by society, industry, and academia.

• The Anusandhan National Research Foundation (ANRF) aims to receive funds amounting

to Rs. 50,000 crore during 2023-28 in the form of ANRF Fund, Innovation Fund,

Science and Engineering Research Fund, Special Purpose Funds.

• A budgetary provision of Rs. 14,000 crore is made from the Central Government and

remaining amount will be sourced through donations from any other source, including

from public sector enterprises, the private sector, philanthropist organizations,

https://serb.gov.in/page/english
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Anusandhan Research Foundation 
(ANRF)
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ANRF's Contribution to Open Access 
Research in India

• ANRF recognises that early

career researchers are committed

to produce research of the

highest quality, bringing in new

skills, breakthrough ideas and

the zest to explore new

frontiers, thereby expanding the

boundaries of knowledge.

• Prime Minister’s Early Career

Research Grant with a flexible

budget and progressive

initiatives for ease of doing

research.
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• Funding for Open Access Publication

Costs

• ANRF supports open-access publishing by

advocating for making research outputs

freely available to the public.

• Promoting India’s Open Science Movement:

Through its support for open-access

publishing, ANRF can contribute to the

larger Indian open science movement.

This helps increase the visibility and

accessibility of Indian research on

global platforms.

• Creating Indian Open Access Journals and

Repositories:

• Advocacy for Open Access Policy

• Alignment with National Education Policy 

(NEP):

• ANRF's initiatives are designed to align 

with the NEP's goals, which emphasize 

open access to knowledge and promoting 

research culture across Indian 

• APC Ranging for USD 7.5 to 5000 

(2010-2014)

• Average APC paid by Indian 

researchers:  1lakh per paper

• APC paid by Indian researchers 

from research grant - 8.8 MN USD 

(current science vol 112 no 4, 

2017)

• APC takes large fraction of 

research grant

ANRF's Contribution to Research in 
India

Inclusivity Research Grants (IRG)
This program specifically targets

researchers from marginalized

communities, providing them with

funding to conduct research and

publish their findings openly,

promoting equity in scientific

discourse
PAIR Program:

By facilitating collaborations

between established research

institutions and universities with

limited research capabilities, ANRF

helps bridge the gap in access to

research resources, enabling wider

open access publication
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Integration with NEP 2020 
and ANRF
1. Alignment with Educational
Policies:

• ONOS complements NEP 2020 by
reinforcing the importance of
quality education and resources.

• Provides access to high quality
academic journals, enhancing
educational experiences.

2. Support for Research and
Innovation:

• ONOS supplements the objectives of
the Academic National Research
Framework (ANRF).

• Promotes a culture of research and
innovation across Indian
institutions.

3. Collaborative Framework:

• Ensures that ONOS is integrated into
a broader strategy for enhancing
India’s academic and research
landscape.
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Conclusion

• India has a strong community-driven Open Access community and serves as

a leader in the Global South. Interestingly, the primary thrust of

India’s Open Access requirements have been for Green OA, which requires

the depositing of preprints or complete manuscripts into repositories.

This likely reflects the greater financial burden of other publishing

models for Indian institutions and scholars.

• There is no national policy for OA like in many other countries.

However, there is government-level motivation to go further than green

OA and create a centralised system. The Science, Technology, and

Innovation (STI) Policy 2020 reflects an impulse to centralise its

research infrastructure and create access through alternative means

before mandating any particular approach.

• The Anusandhan Research Foundation (ANRF), by promoting open access

research, plays a crucial role in advancing India's research ecosystem.

• Its advocacy, infrastructure development, and capacity-building

initiatives contribute significantly to India’s broader efforts to

become a global leader in open-access science.

• ANRF's work supports Indian researchers in making their findings freely

available, fostering collaboration, and ensuring that knowledge is

shared without barriers, helping India integrate more seamlessly into
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